
   
Smart Energy Demand Coalition SEDC, 

Rue d’Arlon 69-71,  
1040 Brussels, Belgium. 

 

        1st December 2017  

Dear Energy Attachés,  

Re: 2nd informal trilogue of Energy Performance of Buildings Directive  

 

As the business association for smart energy solutions, the SEDC advocates for a flexible, digital 

and distributed energy system. We believe that the revised EPBD gives a unique opportunity to 

unlock the flexibility potential of Europe’s building stock, making buildings an integral and active 

part of the electricity system. This would bring financial and environmental benefits to 

consumers and building occupants, and will boost innovation, investment and competition in 

European industry. 

 

The SEDC welcomes the strengthened provisions in the European Parliament’s negotiation 

mandate and call on the Council to consider the following key issues: 

• The smartness indicator, which would give a recognisable and marketable 

identification of the available flexible demand of a building. It must be simple for 

consumers, focusing on how much of a building’s load can be shifted, and delivered to 

the grid.  

• Requirements for large non-residential buildings to be equipped with building 

automation and control systems to ensure that demand response can take place 

seamlessly and without inconvenience to consumers and building owners. 

Deployment can be rapid and does not require major disruption of occupants. These 

technologies are highly cost-effective, with an average payback time of 1 to 2 years1.  

• Charging infrastructure for electric vehicles, in order to facilitate their market uptake, 

while avoiding technological lock-ins. Ambition should be high on both charging points 

and ducting infrastructure, and permitting and approval procedures should be 

simplified for owners and tenants. 

• Innovative financing options including investment platforms, lower weighting in capital 

requirements, accessible tools for consumers, and reference to the Smart Finance for 

Smart Buildings Initiative.  

Please support a strong boost for European industry and unlock the flexibility potential of 

Europe’s building stock. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 
Frauke Thies, Executive Director  

                                                 
1 Joule Assets Inc. provides investments in the sector and regularly sees payback times of 3-6 months for building control systems  


